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T HE Philippite Insi-
e of Ddvelopment
Studies (PIDS) and
the Population Commnizsion
- {Popeom) are undertaking a
resenrch project aimed at
comprehensively evalnating
the Philippine population

policy and s program cor-

ponents. Now ah g comple-
tion slage the result of the
study will be highlighted in
i wiorkshop to be held odas
ab Cebu Midtown Haolzl, The
werkshop participants are
sclecied from the region®s
government and non-go-
verrmenl srpanizations, the
local goverament sector,
aciderns, mediz and private
HECEOr,

Presenting the vesuls of

the study are Dr. Alzjandro
Hermrin and- Dr. Anjcets -
ik, o puve: [ met before
while 1 way still involved
with NEDA’s Integraced
Fopulation and Develop-
ment Plenning Project in the
late eighties and carly
mineties. BIr. Hervin 15 con-
nected with the UP Schaol
of Econamics while Dr. Q-
hita is with the PIDS, & go-
vernment think tank under
MNEDA.

I do not know anyehing
yer ahout the resulis of the
gtudy, which T hope to leam
from thie presentation of D,
Herrin and D, Orhita, bt T
think it 15 time that such o
study i conducted in the

country to konow exsotly

what iz happening to eur
population pelicy as it is ac-
tually being implemented.

Are our population proErm
objectives clear? Had they
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teen wnderstocd and enthu-
sinstioaliyv orcived by those
rasked to dmplement the pro-
gram? What had bean the
actual results of the pro.
gram? 1t is a known fact chat
wi are lagring behind many
of our more economically
progresaive neighbors in
Azia in the populution front,
why?

The guestions [ asked
ubowve may nat be the actial
questions neked in the sy
but surely the dats gathered
from the two-phase study
will make it clear how these
guestions will he answered
and. it is for this reason that T
am interested in the work-
shop.

It was in the seventies
when the Philippines startad
to do something ebout our
rapid population grawth
through family planning,
which in the fifties and six-
ties reached up o thres per-
cend pec vear, similar to
what wag assumed by
Thomas Malthus for popula-
tion 0o prow when left
unchecked, o growrth that he
ehsarved to hagpen in the
U5 whils he was writing bhis
Eszay on the Principle of
Popidletion.

Now our population

growth cate is dows to 2.3
peroent ser vear This ves
£0Ciion s quiie rermarkuble
in itzeld except for the Thet
magy ather countrizs that
elan had higher growih

Cabes B T country after

the lagt war had achieved a
lar more deastic cut in their
population growth rates.
Why? Ts it becavse of the
oppasition of the Catholic
Chureh as what many keen
ebservers in the country
woild like us to believe or
15 it wimply because of gov-
srnment failure 1o formu-
lute and implement & strong
pu}puluﬂnn policy program
irrezpective of what the
Church says? The study
shogld help us alse to en-
swer this guestion, djm::t];-'
or indicectly,

Many of our neighbars
who have suceessfully re-
duced their population
growth vare m the last fhiree
decides are now wiy ghead
of ©5 in terms of per. cagita
icome, Faeuld not say thar
our rapid popuiation growth
12 what 15 causing us i re-
Min poot 45 & nation, et it
I 2asy ta see that a lower
population prowth rete will
mnake it easier for o oution to
achieve a higher per capitu

Ntws

income compared with
those nalions with higher
population growth rates,
After nil, while a rapid
poplation growih cate will
Live s an ample supply of
Tabor to &l ous Lnd or man
cuy industries, labor alone
will et suffice for & naiien
to product more wealth,
Warkers whether in the farm
ar in factories and offices -
o need magy other dungs (o
work with before they can
prodice anvthing. Lacking

Jin capital and fechpotogy

many of pur worlozrs Wil re-
hain unemployed or ba-
come iess pro<ductive when
eropleved, thus remaining
poct.

Perhups there is nothing
inherencly wrong with
repid population groah. Tn
fact maoy countries with
EETD o7 Close to ZeTa i pog- .
ulation growth want a
much faster growch rate
LW,

But in & conmtry like ours
which is poor, it may he
vwrong because hoving mare
children who will have to be
taken eare of before they en-
ter the working age will take
up much of our resources
that cotld havve been uzed to
sugment our productive
capiral and other needs for
developiment and because
ooce they jein the fabor
force wheno thev are of the
cght age they will find that
thers i€ not enough capital
and othes reaources any-
mors for them to work be-
cEuse they nave used them
up already whila they wers
atill voung. |



